
 

SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2020 
 

Editorial: Philip Thompson, RCHT Chairman  
Welcome to our Summer 2020 newsletter. We trust you will find it informative 

and encouraging. Just as we were sending out our previous newsletter in November 
2019, we heard the unexpected news that Connie Andrews, the last surviving joint 
founder of the Home in 1981, had passed away. We give thanks for her life and its lasting 
legacy of so many children and young people’s lives changed by their time at Rehoboth. 
In this newsletter you will read a number of tributes to Connie written by some of those 
who knew her well and had worked with her over the years. 

Earlier this year, we were all hit by the Covid-19 pandemic causing severe 
restrictions for regular methods of communication. We have been keeping people 
updated via email and in due time we hope to resume all our regular means of 
communication, including visits to speak about Rehoboth. We are planning an ‘Online Rehoboth Rendezvous’ which 
will be broadcast in July - please check our website for details. 
           We want to assure you that the work of Rehoboth is carrying on and we value the continuing interest, support 
and prayers of you all. In the meantime if you would like to receive video clips on different aspects of life at Rehoboth 
these could be sent to you. Our contact details are given at the end of this newsletter. Please note that our phone 
contact details have recently been changed.	
 

LIFE AT REHOBOTH DURING THE PANDEMIC 
 The Philippines has been under severe restrictions since the middle of March to 
limit the spread of the virus. Our overseas volunteer, Kathryn Thompson, left earlier 
than planned to return to the UK and does not know when she might be able to go 
back. Residents of the Home living locally, went to stay with their families and have 
been regularly provided with food packs or financial assistance. Those staying at 
Rehoboth are being well cared for by the staff. They are engaging in study time, 
working in the garden, cooking, having life skills sessions and making livelihood 

products. Church services are held on the covered court with social distancing being observed.	 
             Schools in the Philippines are not expected to resume regular classes in the foreseeable future and the 
government is planning to provide a form of education with work to be completed at home. This will provide 
considerable challenges for all families, including the Rehoboth family and its staff, as well as those of our REAP 
students. Plans are being made at the Home to provide the extra resources and support needed for this by the time 
the new school year starts in August, when we expect all the children to be back at Rehoboth.	

	
CONNIE	ANDREWS	(1941-2019)	

	
Kathryn	Thompson:	RCHT	Trustee	&	Overseas	Volunteer	
 In	 December	 2019,	 we	 said	 our	 goodbyes	 to	 an	 amazingly	 inspirational,	
passionate	and	unique	person.	Connie	Andrews	faithfully	served	God	in	her	mission	
to	give	Filipino	children	a	hope	for	the	future.		

I	 personally	 knew	 Connie	 for	 many	 years	 and	 it	 was	 through	 her	 that	 I	
became	involved	in	the	work	of	Rehoboth,	first	by	sponsoring	a	child,	then	visiting	
the	home	and	meeting	everyone	 there	and	becoming	a	 full-time	volunteer.	 I	have	
now	lived	and	worked	at	Rehoboth	for	15	years	and	throughout	that	time	Connie	
faithfully	prayed	for,	supported	and	encouraged	me.	She	has	left	a	wonderful	legacy	
and	I	feel	privileged	to	be	a	part	of	God's	work	at	Rehoboth.		

Connie	continued	to	serve	Rehoboth	as	the	UK	representative	and	as	a	trustee	until	the	end	of	her	life	and	we	are	
so	 thankful	 for	 her	 hard	 work,	 passion	 and	 prayerful	 input.	 Those	 of	 us	 who	 had	 the	 privilege	 of	 knowing	 Connie	



personally	will	remember	her	for	many	different	things.	For	me	they	were	her	generosity	in	times	of	need,	her	unfailing	
support	when	we	dealt	with	various	crises	over	the	years	and	how	she	loved	to	pray	with	you	when	visiting	her.	
	
Amy	Tuquero:	Rehoboth’s	Executive	Director	
	 It	was	a	shock	for	us	to	hear	about	the	passing	away	of	Connie	Andrews,	
a	 great,	 children-hearted	 woman	 who	 co-founded	 Rehoboth	 Children’s	 Home.	
Sister	 Connie	 and	 Brother	 Vernon	 initially	 came	 to	 the	 Philippines	 for	 a	
missionary	visit;	they	met	my	parents	and,	with	my	pastor	father,	travelled	into	
the	remote	areas	of	Tarlac,	carrying	out	evangelistic	work.	When	the	leaders	of	
the	villages	asked	 them	 to	help	 their	disadvantaged	children,	 this	 couple,	with	
genuine	hearts	to	serve	and	not	thinking	of	the	hard	work	and	resources	needed,	
started	 a	 residential	 home	 for	 four	 girls;	 this	 was	 when	 Rehoboth	 Children’s	

Home	was	established	and	I	came	to	know	about	Sister	Connie.		
	After	six	months,	Connie	and	Vernon	returned	to	Hong	Kong	and	

shortly	 afterwards	 Vernon	 passed	 away.	We	 all	 thought	 that	 this	would	
stop	the	work	at	Rehoboth	but	it	didn’t;	things	happen	according	to	God’s	
perfect	 plan.	 Connie	 courageously	 took	 on	 the	 responsibility,	 believing	
that	 nothing	 is	 too	 difficult	 for	 God.	 She	 was	 an	 amazing	 lady,	 putting	
aside	her	personal	 desires	 and	 comfort,	 and	 sacrificially	 and	 generously	
living	 to	 support	 Rehoboth.	 Her	 deteriorating	 eyesight	 was	 never	 a	
hindrance	to	her	travelling	far	and	wide,	sharing	the	work	of	Rehoboth.	

God	undoubtedly	used	Connie	as	an	instrument	over	38	years	to	
help	 hundreds	 of	 children	 and	 young	 people	 become	 responsible	 and	

productive	citizens.	To	sister	Connie,	 I	 salute	you;	you	certainly	made	a	difference	 in	 the	 lives	of	many.	 I	 thank	God	 for	
touching	her	life	and	using	her	to	establish	a	legacy	that	is	continuing	today.	 	As	I	 look	back	at	how	Rehoboth	started,	 it	
makes	me	exclaim	how	good	the	Lord	is!		
	
Ed	Luzano:	RCHI	Chair	of	the	Board	of	Directors	

On	behalf	of	the	Board	of	Rehoboth	Children’s	Home,	Inc.	I	would	like	to	express	my	
deepest	sympathy	for	the	loss	of	a	sister	in	Christ,	and	an	instrument	of	God	for	the	setting	
up	of	RCHI.	For	about	four	decades,	the	love	of	Sister	Connie	to	the	Home	and	the	children	
has	never	grown	cold	as	shown	by	her	unwavering	commitment.	Not	even	a	waning	eyesight	
and	 frailty	 could	deter	her	efforts	 to	promote	and	make	known	 the	Home	 in	 the	Christian	
community	 and	 generate	 financial	 resources.	 So	we	would	 like	 to	 say	 thank	 you	 to	 Sister	
Connie:	

Firstly,	for	all	the	unselfish	efforts	and	for	touching	the	lives	of	the	children,	helping	
them	to	walk	a	path	towards	becoming	more	productive	and	better	members	of	society.	In	a	
country	 like	 the	Philippines	where	many	households	have	 less	access	 to	productive	assets,	
support	for	achieving	a	good	education	is	an	essential	element	for	poor	children	to	succeed.	
But	beyond	secular	education,	spiritual	training	to	mould	the	character	of	the	residents	was	
made	easier	by	their	stay	at	the	Home.	Secondly,	thank	you	for	the	help	that	is	extended	to	the	families	of	these	children	by	
giving	 them	hope	 for	 a	 future	 for	 their	 sons	 and	daughters.	 And	 thirdly	 thank	 you	 for	 being	 a	 dear	 friend,	 a	 dedicated	
partner	for	the	work	of	Christ	in	the	Philippines.											

	
Here	are	a	few	of	the	messages	from	former	residents:		

“Rest	in	peace	our	dearest	and	loving	Auntie.	We	really	miss	you	so	much.	Thanks	for	all	your	love	and	support	to	us.	I	will	
cherish	all	the	memories	that	I	have	with	you	when	you	visited	the	home.	We	love	you	so	much	and	you’re	always	here	in	our	
hearts!”	

“Thank	you	Auntie	Connie	I	love	you	so	much,	because	of	Rehoboth	my	life	changed.	Thank	you,	now	you	are	in	God’s	place,	
we	love	you	so	much.”	

“Rest	in	peace	Auntie	Connie.	I	salute	all	your	sacrifices	for	the	Rehoboth	family.	Thank	you	for	everything.“			
	
	

www.rehobothchildrenshomes.org							info@rehobothchildrenshomes.org
	 www.facebook.com/RehobothChildrensHome	

RCHT,	GBC	Centre,	East	Chadley	Lane,	Godmanchester,	Huntingdon,	PE29	2BJ	
UK	Mobile	No.		07734	681436												Tel.	01480	413884	(Philip	Thompson)	

	
Thank	you	for	your	interest	in	Rehoboth.	If	you	no	longer	wish	to	receive	our	newsletters	and	related	information,	please	let	us	
know	and	we	will	remove	you	from	our	mailing	list.	Rehoboth	will	not	pass	your	details	to	a	third	party	except	when	required	
by	law	or	other	regulatory	agency.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	privacy	statement	on	our	website	or	write	to	us.	


