
	
	
		

	
	

									WINTER	NEWSLETTER	2023	
EDITORAL	
	 We	hope	you	enjoy	and	are	encouraged	by	what	you	read	in	this	newsletter.	We	are	grateful	to	all	 those	who	
over	the	years	have	contributed	to	the	ongoing	work	of	Rehoboth	both	in	the	UK	and	the	Philippines.		For	some	this	has	
been	support	 in	prayer	and	giving,	 for	others	 in	 sponsorship	and	volunteering	and	 for	others	 for	help	 in	a	variety	of	
other	ways.			At	present	we	have	a	particular	need	for	someone	who	has	experience	in	applying	for	grants	from	trusts	
for	some	of	the	current	needs	of	the	Home.	 	We	would	be	glad	to	hear	from	anyone	who	might	be	able	to	help	in	this	
area.		Our	contact	details	are	at	the	end	of	this	newsletter.		
	 On	9th	December	we	will	be	holding	our	annual	Rehoboth	Rendezvous	Christmas	Craft	Café	 from	3-5pm	 at	
Godmanchester	Baptist	Church	Centre.	Do	join	us	if	you	can	and	enjoy	some	refreshments	and	Christmas	crafts	while	
you	find	out	what	has	been	happening	at	Rehoboth	in	the	last	few	months.			Philip	Thompson	(Chair	of	RCHT)	
	

ECO-WORKSHOP	CENTRE	(EWC)	
	 We	 are	 pleased	 to	 say	 that	 our	 new	 eco-workshop	 centre	 is	 almost	 finished.	 We	 are	
beginning	 to	 use	 it	 as	 we	wait	 for	 the	 final	 work	 to	 be	 completed.	 A	 former	 resident,	 Hernie	
Macalla,	 now	 a	 fully	 licensed	 civil	 engineer,	 has	 masterminded	 the	 project	 from	 working	 on	
architectural	plans,	digging	foundations	and	now	overseeing	the	finishing	phase	of	the	building.	
His	 construction	 company	has	 completed	much	of	 the	work	and	we	are	very	grateful	 to	 those	
who	have	contributed	to	enable	this	vision	to	become	a	reality.	We	look	forward	to	sharing	with	
you	 in	 the	 future	 the	 different	 ways	 we	 will	 be	 able	 to	 use	 the	 workshop	 and	 how	 we	 are	
developing	 our	 income	 generating	 projects	 to	 help	 support	 Rehoboth	 and	 serve	 the	 local	
community.	
	 	

																																																																			EZEKIEL’S	ADVENTURES	IN	ISRAEL	
																							As	 one	 of	 the	 graduates	 of	 Rehoboth	 I	would	 like	 to	 share	 some	 of	my	
experiences	and	my	greatest	achievement	this	year	2023.	It's	been	a	while	since	I	was	
living	at	Rehoboth	and	I	miss	everything	 from	it	 -	 the	vibes,	 the	people,	my	friends,	
the	 environment	 and	 of	 course	 our	 house	 parents	 and	 staff	 who	 are	 working	
tirelessly	for	us	just	to	sustain	our	needs	in	the	home.	Rehoboth	gave	me	the	courage	
and	motivation	 to	 pursue	 my	 dreams	 in	 life	 especially	 in	 helping	 me	 to	 finish	 my	
study.	So,	I	would	like	to	take	this	opportunity	to	express	my	sincere	gratitude,	which	
has	 truly	made	 a	 difference	 in	my	 life,	 and	 I	 am	 very	 thankful	 to	 have	 this	 kind	 of	
family.	
	 As	part	of	 the	Agro	 studies	program	of	Tarlac	Agricultural	University	 I	was	
able	to	apply	for	an	Internship	in	Israel	for	a	year.	It	was	a	great	opportunity	for	me	
to	study	in	this	country,	learn	their	modern	technology	in	farming,	experience	their	culture	and	know	their	way	of	life.	
During	 the	 training	 program	 we	 were	 assigned	 to	 different	 farms	 like	 dairy,	 mushrooms,	 flowers	 and	 citrus.	 I	 was	
assigned	 in	 a	 farm	 called	 BIOBEE	 Farm	 who	 are	 rearing	 beneficial	 arthropods	 (insects	 and	 mites)	 for	 pollination,	
biological	control	and	research	projects	using	advanced	and	unique	methods.	Growing	vegetables	in	a	greenhouse	was	
the	growing	medium	for	the	insects.		15	Filipinos	from	different	regions	in	the	Philippines	were	assigned	in	the	Biobee	

Farm	and	we	all	have	different	departments.	I	was	made	a	team	leader	soon	after	I	arrived.		
	 Working	in	this	kind	of	farm	has	given	me	knowledge	and	has	enhanced	my	skill	when	it	
comes	 to	 farming	and	 I	know	that	one	day	 I	will	use	 these	skills	 to	build	my	own	farm	and	of	
course	to	teach	our	farmers	in	my	country.	The	farm	also	provides	tours	and	activities	for	their	
employees	 for	 us	 to	 relax	 sometimes.	 Every	 Wednesday	 we	 go	 to	 school	 to	 study	 about	
agriculture	 and	 meet	 new	 friends	 and	 have	 time	 for	 us	 to	 socialise	 with	 other	 nationalities.	
During	school	we	have	activities	like	demonstration	in	the	farm	and	also	we	went	on	tours.	We	
have	been	to	the	Jordan	River,	Jerusalem,	the	Dead	Sea	and	Mt	Hermon.	I	enjoyed	every	moment	
of	these	once	in	a	lifetime	experiences.		
	 I	thought	I	couldn't	finish	what	I've	started	here	but	with	hard	work	and	dedication	and	
with	God	nothing	is	impossible!	I	am	happy	to	finish	my	internship	here	in	Israel	and	I	couldn't	
have	achieved	 this	kind	of	 success	without	 the	help	of	all	 the	people	behind	 this	achievement	

especially	Rehoboth.	Thank	you	so	much	for	all	your	support	emotionally,	 financially	and	your	prayers.	 I	know	this	 is	
not	the	end	of	my	journey	but	this	is	just	the	beginning.		 	 	 	Ezekiel	Castelltort	(Former	resident,	Independent	
Living	Student	&	Houseparent)	
	
	



DOES	AGE	MATTER	IN	VOLUNTEERING?	
	 In	April	this	year	we	were	delighted	to	welcome	our	new	US	Peace	Corps	Volunteer	to	
Rehoboth,	Aida	Lapira.	Due	to	the	pandemic	the	volunteer	programme	was	on	hold	but	a	new	
batch	 of	 volunteers	 arrived	 at	 the	 end	 of	 January	 2023	 then	 after	 language	 and	 cultural	
training	 they	were	 assigned	 to	 their	 different	 sites.	 Aida	 is	 a	 Filipina	who	moved	 to	 the	 US	
some	 years	 ago	 but	 wants	 to	 give	 back	 to	 the	 Philippines	 by	 working	 as	 a	 Peace	 Corps	
Volunteer.	Here	is	her	account	of	her	arrival	at	Rehoboth:	
	 ‘April	15,	2023,	it	was	a	Sunday,	and	heavy	traffic;	the	trip	from	Manila	going	to	my	host	
family’s	 place	 took	 us	 almost	 4	 hours!	 The	weather	 is	 hot,	 and	 the	 travel	was	 tiring.	 Not	 long	
before	reaching	the	place	I	was	told	by	my	Ms.	Amy,	to	go	directly	to	my	work	site.	Before	I	even	
stepped	out	of	the	car,	I	saw	children	in	front	of	a	yellow	house,	the	Rehoboth	Children’s	Home!	I	saw	in	their	face	they	were	
curious.	I	always	have	this	confidence,	but	that	day,	I	had	this	mix	of	emotions	of	anxiety	and	fear	of	rejection.	There	were	
three	volunteers,	all	younger	Americans,	before	me,	but	I	was	received	warmly	by	everyone	at	Rehoboth.	I	proceeded	and	
introduced	myself	not	the	usual	“I	am”	but	I	started	my	getting	to	know	them	first	with	my	personal	story	as	a	Peace	Corps	

volunteer,	 a	mother	 and	 how	 and	why	 I	 am	 at	 their	 site.	 All	 listened,	 and	 I	
could	 see	 smiles	 from	 them.	 Everything	 changed	 that	 moment;	 it’s	 always	
putting	a	smile	on	one’s	face	that	makes	me	happy.		
	 To	 this	 day,	 more	 than	 6	 months	 since,	 I	 always	 get	 big	 smiles	
sometimes	with	a	big	hug	too.	It	doesn’t	matter	what	age	you	are,	anyone	who	
has	 the	 strength,	 the	 passion,	 the	 willingness,	 the	 understanding,	 and	 the	
heart	 to	 serve,	 there’s	 always	 a	 place	 where	 we	 can	 make	 a	 positive	
difference.’						
	

NEW	FAMILY	MEMBERS	
	 This	 school	 year	 we	 have	welcomed	 six	 new	 residents	 to	
the	Rehoboth	family.	They	all	come	with	their	own	life	stories	and	
experiences	and	reasons	for	needing	a	home	and	family	at	this	time.	
Five	are	teenage	boys	and	one	a	young	girl	from	our	village	whose	
mum	 has	 had	 to	 go	 away	 to	 work	 for	 a	 while	 and	 her	 daughter	
needs	a	place	to	stay.		
	 Three	 of	 the	 boys	 have	 come	 from	 other	 child	 caring	
institutions	needing	a	place	to	live.		Two	originally	came	from	a	life	
living	on	the	streets	of	Manila	and	they	were	rescued	when	5	and	8	
years	old.	After	time	living	in	homes	in	Manila	were	then	moved	to	
Stairway	 Foundation,	 a	 place	 specialising	 in	 rehabilitation	 and	
support	for	young	boys	who	have	experienced	street	life.	After	almost	four	years	and	the	opportunity	of	rebuilding	their	
lives	they	are	ready	for	the	next	chapter	of	their	life	story.	As	mid-teens	they	need	to	develop	independent	living	skills	
while	continuing	with	their	education.	Neither	knows	where	his	family	is	and	this	is	also	the	case	for	the	third	youngster	
who	has	been	living	in	care	since	he	escaped	abuse	in	his	family.		
	 The	 other	 two	 boys	were	 referred	 to	 Rehoboth	 by	 a	 local	 pastor	who	was	 concerned	 for	 the	welfare	 of	 the	
family.	The	boys	were	regularly	absent	from	school	due	to	no	food	to	eat	or	money	to	pay	for	school	needs.	Their	mother	
had	died	and	their	father	works	away	from	home	as	a	farm	labourer	and	they	were	left	under	the	care	of	an	ageing	blind	
grandmother	with	no	regular	income	to	support	the	boys.	Their	uncle	tried	to	help	but	he	has	his	own	family	to	support	
too.	For	now	they	can	be	provided	 for	at	Rehoboth	as	part	of	our	 family	and	can	carry	on	with	 their	 studies	without	
having	to	worry	about	where	their	next	meal	is	coming	from	and	whether	they	can	afford	to	go	to	school.		
	 We	are	delighted	at	Rehoboth	to	be	able	to	be	part	of	these	youngsters’	hope	for	the	future.		
	
Please	let	us	know	if	you	would	like	to	have	our	newsletter	via	email	rather	than	the	printed	version	and	we	can	update	

our	records	for	you.	Thanks.	
	

UK	Charity	No.	1005152										
www.rehobothchildrenshomes.org						info@rehobothchildrenshomes.org			

www.facebook.com/RehobothChildrensHome	
RCHT,	GBC	Centre,	East	Chadley	Lane,	Godmanchester,	Huntingdon,	PE29	2BJ	
UK	Mobile	No.		07734	681436												Tel.	01480	413884	(Philip	Thompson)	

	
Thank	you	for	your	interest	in	Rehoboth.	If	you	no	longer	wish	to	receive	our	newsletters	and	related	information,	please	let	us	
know	and	we	will	remove	you	from	our	mailing	list.	Rehoboth	will	not	pass	your	details	to	a	third	party	except	when	required	by	

law	or	other	regulatory	agency.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	privacy	statement	on	our	website	or	write	to	us.	


